1999 Tornado Outbreak



What is a Tornado?

e Column of spinning
air that forms during |
during thunderstorms &

e Can form virtually \
anywhere, most
common in Tornado
Alley il

e Leaves behind path of destructlon
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damage caused

e EF Scale

o modification of
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EF Rating Wind Speeds Expected Damage

EF-0

‘Minor’ damage: shingles blown off or parts of a
roof peeled off, damage to gutters/siding,
branches broken off trees, shallow rooted trees
toppled.

EF-1

‘Moderate’ damage: more significant roof
L damage, windows broken, exterior doors
86-110 mph

damaged or lost, mobile homes overturned or
badly damaged.

EF-2

‘Considerable’ damage: roofs torn off well
constructed homes, homes shifted off their
111-135 mph foundation, mobile homes completely
destroyed, large trees snapped or uprooted,

cars can be tossed.

EF-3

‘Severe’ damage: entire stories of well
constructed homes destroyed, significant
136-165 mph damage done to large buildings, homes with
weak foundations can be blown away, trees
begin to lose their bark.

EF-4

‘Extreme’ damage: Well constructed homes are
leveled, cars are thrown significant distances,
top story exterior walls of masonry buildings

would likely collapse.

EF-5

‘Massive/incredible’ damage: Well constructed
homes are swept away, steel-reinforced
concrete structures are critically damaged,
high-rise buildings sustain severe structural
damage, trees are usually completely debarked,

stripped of branches and snapped.



Tornado Outbreak

Oklahoma/Kansas
74 tornadoes in 24 5——=—
hours

48 Killed, 800
injured

8000 homes
destroyed
1.5 billion in
damage
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ark6R3sN-q4

